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than itself." * More frequently he compares it to the
sun which, he asserts, gives forth light and heat
without in any degree losing hy its radiation. There
is a " radiance that shines out around it while it abides
in itself, as the sun has a hright halo round it, which
it continually produces, though itself remaining un-
diminished." 2 And he even goes on to set it forth
as a general law that everything that exists must
beget some other existence which is dependent on it
as an image on the original. "Thus fire produces
heat, and snow does not retain its cold in itself.
And above all, things that are sweet-smelling are
an evidence of this; for, as long as they exist, they
send forth a scent into the surrounding air which
is enjoyed by all beings that are in the neighbour-
hood. Everything in its perfection generates another,
and that which is eternally perfect has an eternal
generation, producing ever something lower than
itself."

Now it is at once evident that such metaphors
either prove nothing at all, or they proye the reverse
of what Plotinus seeks to establish. For, in the
first place, I need hardly say that no material thing
can act and send forth an influence without ipso facto
exhausting some of its latent energy; and the iclea
that the sun pours forth light and heat without
diminution of its resources, only shows the JT
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